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This bibliography represents a curated compilation of research from 2018–2026 examining the 
intersection of mathematics teacher preparation and family and community engagement. It is not 
intended to be exhaustive; rather, it highlights a strategically selected set of peer-reviewed 
studies, books, and conference proceedings that collectively illuminate key dimensions of this 
emerging area of work. The selection reflects a focus on scholarship that either directly addresses 
how mathematics teachers are prepared to engage families or provides critical insight into the 
role of families, communities, and cultural contexts in mathematics teaching and learning. 

The bibliography is organized into six thematic categories that, taken together, illustrate both the 
breadth of the field and the gaps that remain: 

●​ Family Math & Home/Community-Based Learning includes research demonstrating 
that children’s mathematical thinking is deeply rooted in everyday interactions within 
families and communities, underscoring the importance of pre-service teachers 
recognizing and building on these contexts in math education.  

●​ Teacher Preparation for Family & Community Engagement highlights studies that 
explicitly examine how pre-service teachers are prepared to engage families, including 
coursework, clinical experiences, and structured interventions designed to shift beliefs 
and practices. 

●​ Community-Engaged & Culturally Sustaining Pedagogies brings together work that 
positions families and communities as sources of knowledge and partners in learning, 
emphasizing culturally grounded and asset-based approaches to mathematics education. 

●​ Equity, Identity, and Social Justice in Mathematics Education includes scholarship 
that situates mathematics learning within broader social, cultural, and political contexts, 
emphasizing the role of identity, race, and power and the need for humanizing and 
equitable approaches to teaching. 

●​ Teacher Learning, Noticing, and Professional Growth draws on research that 
examines how teachers develop professionally, including how they learn to interpret and 
respond to students’ thinking and contextual factors, providing a theoretical foundation 
for designing effective preparation experiences. 

●​ Practice-Based & Experiential Learning features studies that offer concrete examples 
of applied learning opportunities (such as family math nights, community-based projects, 
and modeling tasks) that illustrate how teacher preparation can connect theory to practice. 

Together, these categories reveal a growing but still fragmented body of knowledge. While there 
is strong evidence that families and communities play a critical role in mathematics learning, and 
emerging examples of how teacher preparation can incorporate this understanding, relatively few 
efforts bring these strands together in a coherent, systematic approach to preparing mathematics 
teachers to engage families as partners in learning. This compilation is intended to support 
ongoing efforts to synthesize the field and inform the development of more integrated models of 
mathematics teacher preparation. 



We view this bibliography as a living document. If you have relevant research to contribute, 
please contact us at caspem@nafsce.org so that we can continue to expand and update this 
resource. 
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